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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

School of Social Sciences and Humanities 

REPORT ON POWER TALK 

“Tax Reform Reloaded: Comparing India’s Income Tax Act 1961 with 

the 2025 Regime” 

Event Type Power Talk / Guest Seminar 

Organized By Department of Commerce, (SSSH) 

Date 08 May 2026 

Time 2:00 PM 

Venue Seminar Hall - 2, BSACIST. 

Resource Person CA A. RATHAN RAJ 

Partner, A. John Moris & Co. 

Conveners Dr. AYUB KHAN DAWOOD  

(Dean, SSSH) 

Dr. K. SOUNDARAPANDIYAN  

(Head, Dept. of Commerce) 

Coordinator Dr. A. HARIKUMAR, Assistant Professor  

(Sr. Grade), Department of Commerce 

Participants Students, Faculty, and Professionals  

No. of Participants  32 

Introduction 

The Department of Commerce, School of Social Sciences and 

Humanities, at B.S. Abdur Rahman Crescent Institute of Science and 

Technology, organized a power talk titled “Tax Reform Reloaded: Comparing 

India’s Income Tax Act 1961 with the 2025 Regime” on 08 May 2026 at 2:00 

PM in the Seminar Hall - 2 of the institute. The session was designed to give 

students, faculty, and practicing professionals a structured understanding of 
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the transition taking place in India’s direct tax framework, from the long-

standing Income Tax Act of 1961 to the newly proposed 2025 tax regime. 

Taxation reform is among the most consequential areas of public policy, 

as it directly shapes compliance behaviour, business planning, and 

government revenue. Given the scale of change introduced by the 2025 

regime, the Department considered it timely to invite an industry expert to 

demystify the legal and procedural shifts for an academic audience. 

 

Objectives of the Lecture 

● To trace the historical evolution of India’s income tax legislation from 

1961 to the present. 

● To provide a comparative analysis of the structural and procedural 

differences between the old Act and the 2025 regime. 

● To highlight the practical implications of the reform for individual 

taxpayers and businesses. 

● To create an interactive platform where participants could raise queries 

directly with a practicing Chartered Accountant. 

● To strengthen the applied understanding of taxation among commerce 

students in line with current industry practice. 

Resource Person 

The session was conducted by CA A. Rathan Raj, Partner at A. John 

Moris & Co. As a practicing Chartered Accountant with hands-on exposure to 

tax advisory and compliance work, the resource person was well placed to 

bridge the gap between statutory text and real-world application, offering 

participants insights grounded in professional practice rather than theory 

alone. In addition CA Karthik.S, Parner, A.John Moris & Co and CA S.Satish, 

Audit Manager, A.John Moris & Co were highlights the practical insights into 

modern tax policies and compliance requirements. 
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About the Programme 

The seminar was structured as an expert talk exploring the evolution of 

India’s tax system, with a specific focus on comparing the Income Tax Act, 

1961 with the proposed 2025 tax regime. The discussion covered the key 

reforms and structural changes introduced under the new regime and 

examined their likely impact on individuals and businesses. Emphasis was 

placed on equipping participants with practical insights into modern tax 

policies and compliance requirements, rather than a purely doctrinal reading 

of the statute. 

Key Highlights of the Session 

● Expert talk delivered by a practicing tax professional. 

● An interactive session encouraging participant engagement. 

● A dedicated question-and-answer segment with tax experts. 

Discussion Summary 

The talk opened with an overview of the legislative philosophy 

underlying the Income Tax Act, 1961, tracing how successive amendments 

over more than six decades had made the statute increasingly complex. The 

resource person then moved on to the rationale behind the 2025 regime, 

situating it within the broader government objective of simplifying tax law, 

reducing litigation, and improving ease of compliance. 

A comparative discussion followed, contrasting the language, structure, 

and procedural mechanisms of the two frameworks. Participants were walked 

through how provisions relating to computation of income, exemptions, and 

compliance obligations are reorganized under the new regime, and what this 

means in practical terms for return filing and assessment. The session 

concluded with an open interactive segment, during which students and 

faculty posed questions on the transition process, and the resource person 

offered practice-oriented clarifications. 



 

Page 4 of 5 

 

 

 

Outcome and Learning 

The seminar succeeded in offering participants a clear, comparative 

understanding of a significant and evolving area of Indian tax policy. For 

commerce students in particular, exposure to a practicing professional’s 

perspective added practical value beyond classroom instruction, while the 

interactive question-and-answer format allowed doubts on the transition to 

be addressed directly. The programme also reinforced the Department’s 

continuing effort to connect academic learning with contemporary 

developments in the professional and regulatory environment. 
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Conclusion 

The power talk on “Tax Reform Reloaded” was a timely and well-received 

academic initiative that enabled students, faculty, and professionals to 

engage with an important transition in India’s taxation framework. By 

combining expert insight with an interactive format and offering free and open 

participation, the Department of Commerce provided a valuable platform for 

enhancing awareness of tax reform among the wider academic community. 

Such initiatives are instrumental in keeping curriculum and student 

understanding aligned with real-world regulatory change. 
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